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This is a good time 
to reinstate the 
Communicator, given 
the uncertainty we now 
face. Consistent with the 
president’s directives, we 
have employed a program 
of social distancing,while 
still ensuring that the 
township government 

continues to operate. We have begun 
conducting our township board meetings 
remotely, enabling the public to attend via 
Zoom, which allow full public comment via 
voice or chat. This has been employed by the 
Planning Commission as well.

We have also ensured that township staff 
can work from home, and scheduled office 
attendance, when needed, so that only one 
person is working at a time. We have also 
ensured the safety of the employees while in 
the office by arranging for our cleaning staff 
to come in once per week to thoroughly wipe 
down and disinfect the surfaces in the office. 
The safety of the staff is the primary concern 
in the office, equal to the work we do for the 

public. This also ensures that when we do 
reopen to the public, that the office will be safe 
for everyone.

The fire department has continued to operate, 
and our first responders are fully protected while 
still able to serve. As I have said many times, 
our fire department is the best around, and this 
virus is not diminishing their ability to protect 
the safety of our residents. In addition, our 
dedicated Sheriff’s deputy is on duty without any 
diminution in service. We are also conducting 
final inspections an issuing occupancy permits 
consistent with state law and the executive 
orders issued by the governor.

On behalf of the entire Cannon Township 
government, I pray that you are safe and healthy 
and thank you for your continued support and 
commitment to the preservation of our home.

Steve Grimm
Supervisor

After a few years’ hiatus, we have brought back the Cannon Communicator in print 
form. We have heard from a number of residents that while online information is fine, 
it is important for Cannon to publish the Communicator. Residents do not always think 
to look online, and the Communicator, which will come out quarterly, brings the 
information directly to your mailbox.
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“Cannon Township has the 
best roads in the county,” 
stated an official of the Kent 
County Road Commission 
(KCRC).  

But, good roads come at a 
price. Thankfully, we share 
the cost with others. For 
“local” roads, the township 
pays 55% and the county 

(KCRC) pays 45%.  Township “primary” roads, 
which include 10 mile, Cannonsburg, Myers Lake, 
Pettis, Honey Creek, and Ramsdell, are covered 
100% by the KCRC. MDOT covers Belding Road.  

The plan this year is finish the north side of Bella 
Vista and Rockford Village along with a couple 
of our country roads, which will receive a “chip 

seal” coating.  The Township’s budget for these 
improvements is $612,000. However, because 
of the current shutdown, these projects are on 
hold. Our teams are ready to go once the ban on 
construction is lifted.  

The township receives a number of calls 
regarding speed limits. While we can advocate 
for setting speed limits, the final decision is left to 
the Michigan State Police. They have jurisdiction 
over speed limits and make their determination 
based on traffic studies. 

If you have any questions about the township 
roads, please contact me, Jim Alles, at (616) 427-
2047 or jalles@cannontwp.org.  I will be happy to 
discuss any concern with you.
Jim Alles, Trustee and Committee Chair

Cannon Township
Road Committee

With the addition of the Grist Mill and the Bottle 
Shop, Don employs roughly 55 people during 
peak times. As one of the largest employers in the 
Township, Don and his team have been hit hard by 
the pandemic. The Honey Creek Inn has been closed 
since mid-March, and hours have been reduced 
at the Bottle Shop. The meat and deli counter at 
the Grist Mill continue to be open, as does the 
convenience store and gas station.  

But true to form, Don has a positive outlook on the 
situation and remains optimistic and philosophical.  

“You have to look on the bright side. We are healthy 
and we’ll all be back together someday soon,” stated 
Don. “Oh, and the moose predicts a fabulous 
rest of 2020!”  

Be sure to support our local businesses by stopping 
by the Bottle Shop and Grist Mill and all other 
businesses currently operating in Cannon Township.  

B U S I N E S S  I N  T H E 

VILLAGE

Sometimes referred to as the Mayor of 
Cannonsburg, Don Kurylowicz has been a fixture in 
Cannon Township since 1984 when he purchased 
what’s now known as the Honey Creek Inn.



@CannonTownship

@CannonTownship

For up-to-date-information, please see cannontwp.org

The Communications Committee was 
formed in January to evaluate and 
improve the way in which the Township 
interacts with the residents it serves. Our 
website has been improved, though it still 
needs some tweaking (cannontwp.org). 
Engagement through social media has 
plenty of room for improvement, but we’re 
working on it. And, soon, we hope to roll 
out an app that will bring us straight into 
the 21st Century!  

The relaunch of the Cannon Communicator is intended for 
convenience. It will be delivered to your mailbox four times per year 
and hopefully provide valuable information, but also act as a reminder 
that more detailed and timely information can be found on the 
website. Our goal is to keep you informed and to offer opportunities 
for engagement. Please let me know if you have additional 
suggestions: jgavan@cannontwp.org.

And, many thanks to the charter members of the committee:  Jen 
VanEe, Kymberly Pashkowsky, Steve Grimm, and Dave Spencer.

Cheers!
Joe Gavan, Trustee and Committee Chair
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The primary role of the seven member Planning Commission (PC) is to make and 
adopt a plan for the Township's land use development and serve as an advisor to the 
Township Board on issues and policies related to planning, land use regulation, and 
community development.  

A visible result of the PC work will be the soon-to-be-reconfigured AGO service 
station at Belding and Ramsdell. This reconfiguration needed three separate 
applications to expand and rebuild the existing service station: conditional rezoning 
of an adjacent parcel; special land use permission; and site plan approval.

The PC recently considered Camp Roger’s final site plan review application for a 
retail use in the former school building at Belding and Martin View. The applicant proposed establishing a 
resale business, The Acorn Resale Shop, with a customer sales area, back-room storage, and processing of 
the items to be sold.  

Looking ahead, the PC will undertake a review/update of Cannon’s Master Plan as required by the State of 
Michigan. The current version of our guide to future development was adopted in 2015. As we go through 
the process, the public will be invited to participate in planning our community’s future by asking questions 
and sharing thoughts on what they see in Cannon’s future.

Meeting dates, agendas and minutes are on the Township website.
Terry Brod, Trustee and Planning Commission Board Rep

Planning Commission Update

Cannon Township and its citizens are facing 
challenging times due to the Covid19 
virus. The first and foremost concern of 
the Cannon Township Board and Facilities 
Committee is the safety, health and welfare 
of the community. Like everyone, we want 
life to get back to normal. 

In response to our concerns the following 
safety steps have been implemented to 
help mitigate the spread of the virus. The 

Township building, playground and public restrooms have been 
closed.  Please keep in mind, even though the Township building 
is closed, the Township continues to function remotely. Township 
employees are responding to the community needs by telephone 
and email. Additionally, Township Board meetings can be accessed 
through Zoom. Please visit the Township website at Cannontwp.org 
for instructions on using Zoom to be connected to Board meetings.

The Facilities committee will continue to monitor the virus and 
will re-open the building, playground and public restrooms at the 
appropriate time. Until then, stay safe, healthy and practice the CDC 
guidelines, which can be found online at www.cdc.gov.
David Spencer, Chairman Facilities Committee

Facility 
Committee 
Report



This is a free service to all Cannon Township taxpayers, to dispose 
of general household items. 

All contents must be removed prior to acceptance. A cash only 
charge applies only to select items. 

No liquids: paints, oils, etc. Latex is okay if it’s hardened. No brush 
or yard waste. No shovel-offs. Smaller items should be bagged. 
Propane and fuel tanks must be cut in half. Fencing must be 
folded or rolled up. Barrels must have one end open or be full of 
holes. No hazardous materials. No batteries. 

If you have questions please call (616) 874-6966.

Friday, May 8th & Saturday May 9th
9am - 3pm 
Cannon Township Parking Lot
Open to Township Residents and Taxpayers

Cannon Township
Community Cleanup

The State Primary will be held on August 4th. Remember, any registered 
voter may receive an absentee ballot. If you would like to be added to 
our Permanent Absentee Voter List, please visit cannontwp.org. Click on 
the Elections Page and “Add me to the Absentee Voter List.” Fill out the 
short form, click submit, and you will receive a ballot application for every 
election.

Commonly asked questions about voting:
Q.  Are the absentee ballots counted?
A.   Absolutely! On election day, the Absentee Counting Board is at  
Township Center processing all the absentee ballots. The results are sent 
directly to the County at the end of the night.

Q.  If I decide to refrain from voting for any candidate in a particular race, 
should I darken the “write-in” oval and leave the space blank?
A.   No, the write-in area is for qualified write-ins. Additionally, you may leave any contest 
       blank if you are unsure whom you would like to vote for.

If you have any other questions about the voting process, please don’t hesitate to contact me at 
ddiepenhorst@cannontwp.org.

Deb Diepenhorst, Township Clerk

Clerk's Corner:



Studies have shown that parks 
and paved trails are the top two 
amenities homebuyers look for 
when considering a new community.  
As a result, property values tend to 
be higher in the communities that 
offer these desirable assets.  

The residents of Cannon Township 
have been investing in the Cannon 
Trail for 20 years and will soon enjoy 

a path that connects north to the White Pine Trail.  Additionally, 
planners for North Country and Iron-Belle Trials (which run 
through the Township and essentially co-opt our trail system) 
would like to see the Cannon Trail connect south to the Ada Trail, 
which is a concept that will be further explored in the near future.

Also under consideration is whether to clear snow from the trail 
during the winter months. This has been a topic of some debate 
over the years, and the Parks & Rec Committee intends to discuss 
it at an upcoming meeting. If you have an opinion about it, 
please email me, Joe Gavan at jgavan@cannontwp.org. I would 
value your input.

Finally, with spring and social distancing has come a significant 
influx of trail users. The Township has increased trail maintenance 
from one day per week to three. That said, we ask that dog 
walkers please clean up after their four-legged friends and that 
all trash be left in the proper receptacles.

Happy Trails!
Joe Gavan, Trustee and Committee Chair

Parks & 
Recreation
Committee
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ZONING 
ADMINISTRATOR
616-884-2206

Hello, I am Ed Lockhart, your new Zoning 
Administrator for the Township. I started 
on March 9.  I am originally from Bay 
City, and I moved to the Grand Rapids 
area after serving in the United States 
Marine Corps. I attended Grand Valley 
State University and obtained a Bachelors 
Degree in Urban and Regional Planning. 

If you have any concerns or questions 
please feel free to reach out to me via 

email at elockhart@cannontwp.org, or my phone number at the 
township is (616) 884-2206. I will assist in any way that I can; I 
look forward to hearing from you. 

NEW EMPLOYEE

 Here to 
serve 

you

DESIGNED BY
Sabrina Mayre Design

Contact Sabrina Antcliff at 
sabrinamayre.design@gmail.com 

(616) 419-9057


